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Adopted Child Seeks His Own Mother 


Epa 
American Red Cross, St. Louis, Mo. 


THE many interesting case situations that are 
coming the American Red Cross for service, 
there small group involving men who, adopted 
children, are seeking their own mothers before they 
are sent overseas. One case this group has been 
chosen for analysis attempt evaluate adop- 
tion practice from the point view the child and 
his questioning his own family background. 

Charles Duncan Smith went the Red Cross Field 
Director his camp and 
asked him help find his 
own mother. Charles was 
just under twenty-one. 
When the request was re- 
ceived the Chapter office, 
there discussion 
with the worker* about the 
values involved for the peo- 
ple directly concerned with 
what might follow com- 
plied with the request. 

Our own record the 
adoptive father showed that 
the adoptive mother had 
been concerned few years 
before about whether not 
tell the boy his adop- 
tion. The mother thought 
knew nothing about it. Later interviews with the 
boy were focused around his need for employment, 
and the adoption was not mentioned all. 

was decided make preliminary visit the 
adoptive parents see how they felt about it, and 
see what information the records the children’s 
agencies contained, for present had very little 
on. 


HIBIT 


The adoptive parents were open their discussion, 
even though they seemed somewhat threatened. 
They lived sturdy middle class neighborhood 

student, enrolled for her first year St. Louis University, 


who had had several years’ experience Child Welfare worker 
her home state. 
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three-room flat, comfortably furnished. They told 
about how they had obtained Charles, how much 
they had wanted children their own, though Mrs. 
Smith had never been able have any. They showed 
the adoption papers and said that Charles had learned 
about his adoption within the past year when they 
had told him during had enlisted 
the armed forces following this quarrel. They had 
wondered how tell him through the previous years 
but did not know how. They 
had consulted the court orig- 
inally and their priest more 
recently, and both had told 
them wait. They finally 
decided that they would tell 
him before mar- 
ried.” Then popped out 
the heat argument. 
Charles had thrown himself 
his bed afterward and 
had cried for hours. The 
Smiths were obviously fond 
the boy, proudly showing 
letter and red silk pillow 
had sent them embroid- 
ered with for the mil- 
lion things you gave me.” 
The family was willing for 
try find Charles’ mother, though the worker 
explained that she had little accurate information 
and might not able to. 

Because the letter from the Field Director showed 
that the boy was anxious, replied after this visit 
that would what could and would very 
glad have the boy feel free come see 
talk with any time that might town. 
wanted tell the boy that were being active 
his request and the same time prepare him for 
the possibility disappointment either because 
could not find his mother because the information 
might find could not given him satisfactorily 
letter, and perhaps not all. 
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One children’s agency record showed that the boy’s 
mother had been eighteen years old his birth and 
that she had been for several years. 
The adoptive parents were described being overly 
anxious have children, and the relationship be- 
tween them was not entirely secure. The children’s 
worker felt that Charles’ own mother had little 
recommend her and was unfortunate that 
wanted find her now. Their record also showed 
that Charles had come them few months ago 
about his background but was given 
specific information. The record the other chil- 
dren’s agency showed that Charles had inquired 
there too and had been told that they knew nothing 
his mother’s whereabouts. 

After this, worker and supervisor had long dis- 
cussion about next steps. had professional 
precedent guide except the article Lucie 
Browning,* which was felt wise prepare adop- 
tive and own parents for the child’s inevitable ques- 
tions about his family background and the possibility 
the child seeing his parents some 
decided, first, that the boy was now adult assum- 
ing the role adult soldier the Army 
and such had right question and 
answered; second, that the boy had persisted his 
attempts find his own mother asking his adop- 
tive parents about her, going both the public 
and private children’s agencies, and now asking 
the Red Cross continue the quest for 
that the evaluation the mother given the 
child placing agency were correct, might best 
for learn first and spare the boy some 
all the details they should turn out sordid; 
and fourth, that the intervening twenty years might 
have made great difference the type person 
his mother was today, and she had married and had 
family, she might have real feelings guilt about 
having given her first child and perhaps wish 
have him with the latter were the case, there 
was reason why could not search for her and 
tell him about found pretty unfortunate 
situation, could tell him that had been unsuc- 
cessful, though wondered the boy might not 
press his attempt find her even were 
say that. these reasons continued our 
search. 

found the boy’s maternal grandmother, who 
told that his mother had talked about him in- 
termittently until about seven years ago and then 


Browning, Lucie Private Agency Looks the End 
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had not mentioned him again. She said that his 
mother had been married for years but that her hus. 
band had died and she had recently been married 
postman. She had had children. The boy’s 
own father had died few years ago, though had 
never married. had operated fairly 
grocery store with his brother. She gave the worker 
the new name and address the boy’s mother. 

After this, visit was made Mrs. Jones, the 
mother. When the worker told her that she had 
come the request her son, she put both hands 
her face. She paled, struggled regain her com- 
posure, and said, “Oh, God! After all these 
Come into the living room, can talk 
me, how did you happen wondered 
and wondered.” When the worker called the boy 
Charles, Mrs. Jones corrected wasn’t 
his name, was Mrs. Jones insisted that 
she had never given him adoption. She was con- 
fused about how Duncan had gotten away from her 
but once was gone she could not find him 
She had gone the children’s agency about seven 
ago ask about him but she had told them 
that she was friend the family and they had told 
her nothing. Recently she had written the War 
Department ask about Duncan Brown, the name 
she had given him when was born, but they had 
not been able find anyone that name. She was 
extremely grateful for the worker’s call and urged her 
send her name her son soon 
boy’s name and address were not given her the 
worker explained that since the boy had initiated 
our activity felt the first move should come from 
him. Mrs. Jones offered the worker cents 
gratitude, but she understood when the worker ex- 
plained that the Red Cross was glad service 
and did not need repaid this way. 

letter was sent off the Field Director giving 
the name the boy’s mother and some brief ex- 
planatory information. The letter was simply written 
was felt that the task giving this information 
the boy was difficult best and simple letter 
might shown the boy the Director 
needed to. the same day that our letter went 
out, the Field Director another camp which the 
boy had been transferred, wrote that the boy had 
come him say that was waiting hear from 
about his mother and hoped would answer 
soon. 


The worker returned the adoptive parents 
explain that she had found the boy’s own mother. 
The adoptive mother’s comment was, hope 
turn against us, for 
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lengthy interview the Smiths were helped express 
their feelings anxiety and realize that boy had 
natural curiosity about his own parents, and need 
know about them. The name the own mother 
was not given. interpretation was given her 
longing for her son which was like their own need for 
him, and her efforts and his locate each other. 
the end the interview they again accepted the 
worker with ease and showed her around their new 
apartment which they had just moved into. was 
very similar furnishings and floor plan the 
house the boy’s own mother. 

The next heard was call from the adoptive 
family saying that the boy was home furlough 
and asking the worker They seemed excited 
and jubilant. When the worker called the home, 
Mr. Smith said, are different than 
thought. Everything just fine.” Charles was 
there, comfortably sitting around bath-robe. 
had been home for two days and had not gone 
see his own mother yet. This delighted the Smiths. 
thanked the worker getting the furlough, 
and showed pictures had taken 
camp, and poem had written which ended, 


“Tt doesn’t matter what you were, 
It’s what you are today.” 


also showed letter from his own mother 
reply his which began, Dear Son, thank you for 
the letter, which gave the happiest day 
She asked for picture, how tall was, the 
color his hair and had asked her any 
one his family were dancer, loved dancing 
and she had written that his father had been dancer. 
Charles had told the Smiths that, regardless any- 
thing else, their home was his home and they were 
pleased. The affection between the three them 
was natural and spontaneous. 

few days later Charles and Mrs. Smith called 
the say that Charles had been see his 
mother. Mrs. Smith could not afford let Charles 
come alone see the worker. She said trium- 
phantly, they had fight right Charles 
explained that was only that had 
mother that was legally adopted when she said 
was The interview was brief, Charles said 
had many friends see before had return 
camp. 

After Charles had left, one more visit was made 
the adoptive parents. They were very much relieved 
that the adoption had finally been faced with Charles 
and they both glowed with affection for him and over 
his expressed affection for them even though had 
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gone have dinner with his own mother his last 
night town. felt that the relationship between 
the boy and the adoptive parents had been strength- 
ened, for now their acceptance each other was 
realistic basis without the shadow something un- 
settled between them. their fear losing the boy 
they had expressed their feeling for him more posi- 
tively than they ever had before and this turn 
had given security the fact that the boy 
uniform and here only visit undoubtedly 
played its part bringing them closer together, but 
the reason for his being granted furlough also played 
Noreturn visit was made the own mother 
the worker had left her card with her and had told 
her call she wanted to, and she had not called. 

back over what has happened this case, 
feel that, had over again, would 
again set out see could find the boy’s own 

thinking through our responsibility toward the 
three angles the triangle adoptive situation, 
the child, the own parents, and the adoptive parents, 
feel the child the apex that triangle. the 
most vulnerable, the least able fend for himself. 
The agency therefore should try things 
much possible from the point view his needs 
the same time that remains sensitive the 
parents who give child and the parents who 
take child. 

Perhaps the thinking society has been too prone 
feel that the adoptive family can duplicate 
tion, does not seem really possible. ‘The adoptive 
family does not begin own parent-child rela- 
though affection may strong and 
genuine both sides, there remains the fact that 
the child came biologically from some one else and 
this cannot our eagerness help the 
adoptive parents and the child, think have 
tended forget that can build only simulated 
and not own family group. This difference comes 
out sooner later and might better face from 
the start with the two sets parents involved. Not 
that adoptive parents should feel less secure with 
the child they take, but rather that they should 
helped face the relationship for what and not 
for what they would like the child wants 
know where came from, what kind people 
are his people, should granted the privilege, 
dificult think any other answer society 
based firmly the pattern family life ours. 
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The meaning the own mother giving 
child adoption has received professional considera- 
tion and have learned help her keep her baby 
she wants to, and make possible for her 
so. have learned how recognize her basic re- 
jection her baby well her basic acceptance 
even though they may negatively expressed. 
have lagged somewhat, however, facing the 
difficult question how tell the child his adop- 
tion. have told adoptive parents tell the child 
when asks, much they give him sex information 
when asks, but have not been able help them 
with because the agency usually longer active 
the case and have assumed that the adoptive 
family can manage alone. would helpful 
the time the adoption prepare both sets 
parents for the time when the child will ask about his 
mother, and for the time when wants see her, 
and offer them our help meeting this natural 
request they want come The feelings 
both sets parents are apt mixed this 
point that honest discussion with the worker 
the time the adoption might help foreshadow 
some for them, particularly they were assured 
the agency’s continuing interest them and the 


child. 


The League’s “ase Record Exhibit 


Tue continued for case record material 
from every case work agency every section the 
country for purposes study and interpretation has 
kept all six copies the Child Welfare League 
America case record exhibit circulation among 
League member agencies and, 
the League, many which agencies have attained 
this latter status order have the case records 
the exhibit made available them. This interest 
reading the case records prepared the member 
agencies the League for current concepts and prac- 
tices itself indication the value such 
exchange records. The exhibit, course, just 
another the still too few means social case 
recording study. 

However, the increased regional and local activity 
stimulating much thought around case work prac- 
tices and recording that has been realized while pre- 
paring the annual exhibit presents one the most 
vital effects the exhibit. Without exception, there 
have been reports from the thirteen out fourteen 
regions the United States participating the 
exhibit that the work this year has been harder 
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because the current demands agencies and 
individuals and consequently abundance repre- 
sentative records, both the content and style, 
have been made available for study this year. 

The very criteria selection—basing evaluation 
whether not the material sets forth clearly the 
direction the case worker’s effort, the purpose and 
method, well illustrates the agency’s usual prac- 
tice 


have according the members one commit- 
tee made for change her approach all record 
reading. This may just another way expressing 
the stage through which most committees have 
passed they moved from the preconceived idea 
searching for perfect records selecting those best 
depicting the case problem, the worker’s comparative 
conception the problem, and her presentation 
plans for treatment within the agency setting. The 
relative strengths and weaknesses inherent the 
client, the worker, the agency, and the community 
well the changing philosophy case work and the 
progressive status our understanding the nature 
social relationships are factors which have pre- 
vented the creation model perfect case 


But the nature and extent thinking being done 
agency representatives individually and groups 
they select and prepare records for the exhibit 
revealed their comments and the records found 
the exhibit indicates definite 
tween the quality case recording and case work. 
According another committee, “In studying case 
records for the exhibit have found the need 
emphasize case work and are over- 
critical the records are good—must 
combination.” 


Among twelve the fourteen regions question 
has been expressed with reference planning for 
exhibits the future. thought that this year 
too early have gotten the effect present pres- 
sures recording and, interestingly enough, the 
emphasis anticipated effects terms how 
they will reflected method recording (brevity, 
etc.) rather than content (new program emphases). 

Finally, ours has been exhaustive but very re- 
warding job, not only for having made the exhibit 
available but also for the by-products that our agen- 
cies have realized through their representatives’ selec- 
tion and preparation the records. Case recording 
can best studied the reading case records! 


(Mrs.) 
Chairman, 1943 Case Record Exhibit Committee 
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The Shape Things Come* 


discuss emerging problems and the methods 

and means meeting them postwar day, 
necessary accept certain premises. the first 
place, there will not any sudden change-over 
postwar policies the result advanced planning. 
Everything today serves cast the mould 
which our future will will not any one 
moment stage which shall able say, 
“Here and now brave new world may 
want escape our present when becomes our 
past, but everything done the emergency the 
war situation cannot but directly affect the current 
life into the postwar world. Therefore, must 
continuously assess our possibly hasty, possibly su- 
perficial emergency provisions for today’s immediate 
need this careful calculation how may change 
control fundamental facts tomorrow. 

this soundly perhaps well always keep 
mind, constant undertone, the impelling pur- 
pose and ideal for which fight. because 
wish keep the way life that have known; 
with all its failings prefer much more than 
any other system which might imposed upon us, 
that there unity our will and sacrifice 
retain it. 

This way life based its fundamentals upon 
some very simple facts. 

The first these our belief that there nothing 
more precious all existence than the freedom 
man’s soul and mind, and, therefore, his own free 
government his life—always the sense true 
freedom, that is, freedom which respects the equal 
freedom others, what you mean your national 
hymn when you sing “‘liberty under the law.” 

This freedom the soul and intellect have 
transmitted the experience the race, part 
its life, flowing from the past into the present and 
projected into the And have found 
other better medium for the protection and trans- 
mission our life and its faith than the family, our 
oldest institution. that truth, find the second 
great principle our way life. 

The safe transmission life and truth from one 
age the next, through the child, normally and 
ordinarily best entrusted the child’s own parents, 
his natural guardians, fact the union their 
marriage, and his birth their responsible guardian- 
ship. That our third simple tenet. 

If, therefore, the State entrusts the child—respon- 


*Summary report address presented Midwest Regional 
Conference Child Welfare League America, March, 1943. 


sibility its own immortality—to the guardianship 
the parent, follows inescapably that the State 
under obligation protect the family assuring 
that parents, willing and reasonably competent 
discharge their guardianship, are enabled 
through the assurance gainful occupation and the 
reinforcements community and educational oppor- 
tunity for the child’s development. that fourth 
simple fact rests the basic philosophy the State’s 
enlarging responsibility for the public welfare. 

And fifth and last, our guiding precepts the 
corollary: wherever this guardianship, which the 
State recognizes, endangered through inability 
culpability the natural guardians, the State has 
continuing obligation protect the child against 
its breakdown, reinforce and re-establish where 
has been threatened, or, that proves impossible, 
terminate and create new and safe guardian- 
ship which the child may entrusted. 


War and These Concepts 


What war doing, what has done, some 
these fundamental concepts, the provisions and 
services which have been slowly evolving the 
instruments their achieving? 

Well, war having some such effects, terrible 
impact many our standards and practices. The 
State’s overwhelming needs the fight for the sur- 
vival humanity’s freedom over-riding man’s 
individual freedom. Life itself may taken for the 
use the State and all its natural development tem- 
porarily deflected. Freedom thought may still 
ours but freedom expression must constantly 
guarded and times controlled. Freedom as- 
sembly, freedom action, are limited the face 
dangers that might destroy them forever. Freedom 
contract, your right dispose your labour 
where you will and you will, always under the law, 
direction where you will live, how you will live, 
what you will eat, how clad—all these are passing, 
have passed, under the State’s dictate and are sub- 
ject the wisdom enlarging executive corps. 

These freedoms for which for over thousand years 
our forebears suffered, and endured, and died, 
other and later generations contributed up- 
building this—all these have gone from 
part and temporarily. Let make mistake about 
it, and let see what horrible shadows these emer- 
gencies today can cast the shape the future. 
How greatly circumscribed they would make our 
life come, your country and mine, accept 
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casually and any patience these surrenders once 
their immediate need overpassed with the danger 
the day. That think one the most frighten- 
ing thoughts the shape that the future might 
take allow the castings the present 
permanent. Make doubt about it, have evolved 
increasingly authoritative state fight authori- 
tarianism. The only difference far that have 
done, our free will and through media still under 
our control, what they have done force. 

much for the shadow the present the con- 
cept our freedom. The concept the home and 
family equally grave danger disintegration. 
under assault such would never have tol- 
erated peace time, and under pressure which 
over-riding menace all that value. British 
and American social provisions are built upon the 
fundamental doctrine keeping the home together, 
retaining the parents within it, and reinforcing 
Today the State stepping into sound, wholesome 
happy homes and removing the father from that 
natural setting for service its defence, perhaps 
far alien lands, perhaps indeed forever. Our need 
creating broken homes direct attack, and, con- 
sistent with all our social policy, are endeavouring 
leave that home shaken little may 
the withdrawal the father. State allowances are 
going behalf dependents, counselling services 
are provided, but even so, are perhaps 
creating new and worrying shapes for the days 
come. 


Some Specific Shadows 

Canada dependents’ assigned pay allowances 
and cost living bonuses give home with the 
father withdrawn allowance: $84 month for 
wife and two children; for wife and six children, 
$118.60. Already grotesque and disturbing shapes 
flicker the relation the income the home for 
the wife and children with the father away and what 
can provide, even with decent reasonable mini- 
mum wage, with his own needs met upon his 
return. 

The re-establishment even stable home and the 
fitting the man who has known the tension 
high danger, daily dogging death, will present 
problems that may well beyond our skill, certainly 
beyond our present skills. commend all who 
would prepared not for the day after tomorrow, 
but for the immediate present, speech made re- 
cently Canada’s Minister Defence for Air, 
which unfolded tense House Commons our 


failure far what was presenting heart-breaking 
problem the attempted absorption back into the 
community and home life our land airmen who 
had seen actual flying service and had been through 
the bombings and the blitz either victims 
combatants. With every possible mental and health 
care, with provision for training, with re-establish- 
ment and discharge allowances, with the fullest ex- 
tension interrupted education training, said 
there was hardly man whom had yet succeeded 
getting adjust back and that within few days 
within very few months they were all deter- 
mined and one way another successful get- 
ting back into the almost intolerable pressure and 
excitement flying the air war. What must 
planning now, partnership with our military 
re-establishment authorities, bring these men down 
the level community living and home building 
again? 

And the concept freedom and the inviola- 
bility the home threatened, fact constantly 
infringed, meeting destroying needs, is, 
part, with the concept our obligations the 
child. Here, too, are slowly prying apart the very 
pillars which have built our home life, all our 
child protection, all our mothers’ allowance, aid 
dependent children, and similar provisions that have 
flowed from our determination keep the mother 
the home. Now, even homes are shattered 
the removal the father and even within the homes 
fighting men, are not only asking for, but 
facilitating, nay, subsidizing, the removal with- 
drawal the mothers outside work gainful 
basis. are doing the terrible pressure war. 
are doing so, want believe, make their 
homes forever safe for these children who are within 
them. But have been right all our past, 
are not wrong all our principles and practices, 
what going the cost, what the effect the 
future facilitating the withdrawal women from 
their homes into full time part time occupation 
elsewhere time when good home management 
never made such high demands upon the individual, 
with the problems housing, scarcity rationing 
food, problems child reaction disturbing 
circumstances. The current movement women 
out the home becoming grave and flowing 
greater tide without our facilitating Now our 
necessity and the danger the children, are try- 
ing equate this the supervision and foster care 
from other women. Can stem the 


all industrial processes can done women. 
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That intimates something the proportions which 
war production can withdraw women from the home 
the needs the fighting forces withdraw men from 
the factories and fields. 

Another intimation the way the tug pulling 
life from within the home the fact that Canada 
now over one-half the women war industry are 
over forty years age, marked upward age trend 
over even few months ago. 

this shadow that elongating—of with- 
drawal and retreat women from the obligations 
the home? not talking the young worker just 
married engaged soldier for whom she will 
wait, but the older women who have known the 
care and responsibility family, who find com- 
parative freedom from responsibility, and the enjoy- 
ment independent income. Will they back into 
the home? 


had been visiting industrial centre 
Toronto. was standing crowded street car. 
young woman worker with dinner pail her knees 
sat blue overalls front me. heard her say, 
“Will you take seat?” and amazement she 
gave her seat thin, weary looking man carry- 
ing baby. must confess bleak chill shadow 
the possible shape things come flashed across 
brain. the inventions this continent can 
make independent synthetic production, what 
does the future hold? 


And evolve our foster day care for children 
working mothers, strive extend the 
increased war cost living our grants for dependent 
children, endeavour toextend greater protection 
the children born outside legal wedlock 
inevitable counter currents, what happening the 
fundamental rights the children within our normal 
homes? think that one the indictments that 
could read against Canadian social work and 
possibly applicable United States work, that 
want see the statistics school permits, in- 
creased child labour, truancy, illegitimacy: 
want proven right rather than risk preventative 
action and follow simply the common sense dictates 
trends see every day. are arrest danger 
before really proven view, then think that 
there are great many trends that have accept 
like the old-fashioned bustle—an apparent fact based 
stern reality. 

know now Canada that have unjusti- 
fiably mounting increases child labour. one 
city alone last month nearly 700 children were al- 
lowed enter work permits. have 
seen bad break-throughs the provinces that have 
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had inadequate defences, New Brunswick for the 
first time making school attendance compulsory 
throughout its boundaries, and the Province 
Quebec for the first time its 300 years bringing 
the principle compulsory school attendance. 

Juvenile delinquency 1941 showed increase 
over over 1940 totals; now reveals 22% in- 
crease 1942 over the preceding year. Quite defi- 
nitely certain types child neglect are traceable 
the homes shaken directly war’s impact, the 
withdrawal the father mother, both, from their 
normal responsibilities. Alcoholism has increased 
such extent that wholesale rationing and various 
controls have been brought and the shape 
things come kept all line, they will 
have further. There doubt that prostitu- 
tion and social diseases and moral offences among 
young women are all casting their dark shadow 
ahead. What will the acceleration problems 
the rebuilding these cankers run loose now the 
world that men are dying save, and that part 
the world that your duty and mine save— 
the home front? 

The trenching the future against these bleak, 
black shadows will call for the best thought and judg- 
ment, for the training and strengthening well 
minds and character, and yet here too are doing 
things today’s emergencies that may put 
straitjackets for effective action the days come. 
Your country and mine are young countries. 
have accumulated experience, not yet the ma- 
tured culture that the very blood and bone 
older lands, that rich sense the past, the pride 
race and achievement that the Englishman, the Pole, 
the Hollander, the men many ancient races carry 
the very fibre their being, and yet everywhere 
our men, increasing percentage all our youth, 
are being withdrawn into the harsh hard life the 
armed services sea, land, and the Others 
their thousands and tens thousands are being de- 
flected into technical training, into the practical pur- 
suits that war demands production field, 
factory, and the pursuit the liberal arts, the train- 
ing the mind and spirit they confer, and wherein 
much the intangible strength life bound up, 
everywhere being contracted. 

Another shadow the days come, marching 
across the pages our life today, the increasing 
de-population the rural and small wholesome com- 
munity, for even further concentration urban in- 
dustrialization the arithmetical progression the 
increasing number clerical corps that modern 
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The Union Two Professions the 
Field Day Care 


Never before has there been better opportunity 
for the mating trained minds and skills the 
development group care programs than this, which 
the war years have produced. The rediscovered field 
institutional day care children, takes, once 
again, fresh, forward impetus for growth because 
the increasing need for its service. Paradoxically, 
war can produce new life, borne the supreme, 
united effort threatened people. Rather than 
involve ourselves the point further complicating 
current day care activities, the 
nursery education and case work, might well 
analyze our differences the light new challenge. 
Unless such analysis and working relationship are 
forthcoming, these professions will caught to- 
gether needless disagreement. 

For want better simile, may consider our- 
selves the parents this child care program. 
Neither parent could have produced the child alone, 
nor can the new day care era born without the 
close union the profession which made possible 
the modern nursery school and the other profession, 
which has learned and continues learn, what 
means take responsibility for professional helping 
relationship with other individuals. 

The disciplined training the teacher focussed 
the child and his adjustment within the group and 
helping the individual develop. The discipline 
the case worker centers the individual with 
professional awareness all his relationships, includ- 
ing his use relationship with her, representa- 
tive agency offering specialized service, which 
relationships will help him meet and handle his own 
problem, his own way. both offer their skills 
responsibly, consciously, professionally, with respect 
for individual personality and capacity for growth, 
this honest practice, equally sound for both. 

The quarrel between the two professions (and there 
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quarrel, which best tends diminish energy 
and cloud issues the joint planning for day care) 
produced real lack comprehension and 
appreciation respective professional skills. Neither 
can honestly presume have complete knowledge 
the needs the child. Let member either field 
attempt direct the operation day nursery 
day care center without the help the other and 
the lack must instantly felt. 

the daily functioning teacher and case worker 
most useful the children care and the 
parents, who because circumstance are danger 
being left outside the day-time experience their 
child and nearly deprived their rights and privi- 
leges parents, there must deep and abiding 
respect one professional for the other, recognition 
the skill one matches and supplements the 
skill the other, and clear understanding and 
agreement the function each. Just the 
nursery cook has enviable awareness her own 
role the nursery scheme, may hoped that 
case worker and teacher will define their separate 
roles relation each other and relationship 
the child; the group children and individually 
and together, relationship parents. 

this point well recognize the part which 
the community has played adding the problem 
day care teacher-case worker relationships. The 
community appreciates what pays for. state 
more specifically, the same community which rec- 
ognizes the value case work service part 
day care program, may require and pay adequate 
salaries qualified case work personnel, while 
keeps its day nursery teacher the old level 
low salaried help, living uncomfortable nursery 
residential quarters, the blind belief that such 
maintenance supplementary compensation. Actu- 
ally, because the long span the day nursery day 
and the often inadequate number staff, such main- 
tenance for the convenience the agency accepting 
its limited budget. The result 
teacher, restricted institutional living, who pro- 
fessionally has little gain beyond the satisfaction 
her work with children, little opportunity develop 
and little which prove her conviction that she 
professionally the equal the case worker the 
same staff. Other communities, emphasizing the 
value nursery education the basis which the 
day nursery operates, pay willingly for such qualified 
service, but reluctantly admitting the need for some 
social work this field, use the services another 
agency handling admissions pay low salary 
part-time case worker who, because the limits 
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time skill, often cannot carry adequately the 
responsibility for the average day nursery load. 

either case, one profession handicapped its 
relationship the other and its functional useful- 
ness. many instances, the agency’s board man- 
agers, representing the community, failing make 
equalized use its staff and recognize the need for 
creative union two skills one program. 
seldom that see the board old, established 
day nursery new day care center calling upon 
both teacher and case worker for reports their 
work, providing equal opportunity for professional 
development and recognition and for the use their 
respective contributions program planning and 
policy making. the rare nursery director, she 
educator, case worker, nurse institutional super- 
intendent, who sees both teaching and case work 
staff indispensable each other and the 
agency’s service. 

Can begin work together toward more con- 
structive relationship cooperative practice 
facing the fact that there different set problems 
involved for child, parents, and agency all day 
care program than part day group experience? 
may well hesitate use the terms day nursery 
and nursery school, since the former type program 
may include both the philosophy and technics the 
latter serving the same age group children. 
However, there inherent the all day, long week 
separation child and parent and the parents’ 
relinquishing that much the child’s waking hours 
the day care agency, problem more difficult 
handle for all concerned than found the part 
day nursery school situation. This implies for many 
sound reason for using the skills the case 
work profession addition those nursery edu- 
cation; the nursery school teacher other educator, 
virtue her training and skills, being equipped 
give developmental opportunity child the 
group. The painful experience separation requires 
the skill the case worker, whose services are needed 
help the individual parent and child make con- 
structive use the separation experience and the 
day care agency. 

this day care war effort more than 
problematical, emergency measure and retain 
lasting values for the post-war era, there needs 
new professional humility well pride, new 
sharing philosophy, scrapping out-worn termi- 
nology, fresh approach old values and creative 
and united effort two professions serve the child, 
for whom have developed our skills. 

DASHIELL 
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THE USE RATION BOOKS 
DEAR EDITOR: 


are wondering about foster children’s ration books. this 
period, when many things are happening foster homes, 
youngsters are being shunted around little more than usual and 
one foster mother may use all child’s points early the month 
that moved about the middle the month has 
live his new foster parents’ rations. have found that when 
youngster removed from his own home foster home 
which has been casually placed parent, there resent- 
ment against the agency, are punished being told that the 
child’s ration book has been lost, that never had one. 


Our local Ration Board has agreed, subject the approval 
the State Director, permit keep the child’s book the 
office, sending the foster parents enough points cover one 
two weeks time. Instead the book the foster mother will 
present the merchant statement from which explains that 
the book the possession the child’s guardian. This will 
done only cases where there possibility that the child might 
moved shortly. When the youngster has been for years the 
same home, shall allow the foster parents handle the rationing 
they would for member the family. The question shoes 
pretty important one and want make sure that our child 
protected, since his coupon may used any other member 


the household. 


you know whether any national ruling has been made which 
would permit the agency abstract coupons from the book 
cases this would seem pretty important that there 
should some general policy. When recali how many inter- 
pretations were placed the gasoline rationing for private agen- 
cies realize how much hardship some inflexible boards could 
inflict upon children and the agencies responsible for them. 


one instance which there was some question the 
integrity the foster parent who reported the loss child’s 
ration book, was made clear her that the O.P.A. would 
told that the book had been lost her home. She was further 
advised that investigation O.P.A. likely and that 
misdemeanor use points that belong another person. 


The several agencies with which this question was discussed are 
having ration books remain with the foster family. Since with few 
exceptions transfer children planned, the foster parents can 
told advance about approximately when the child will 
moving and are advised that there must eleven points for each 
week remaining the month which the child leave the 
foster home. 


There rather strong feeling against the agency’s keeping the 
ration book and giving the foster mother stamps with letter 
identification. This practice will not help make child feel that 
the foster home. Foster parents are entrusted 
with much more precious things than point rations. would seem 
wiser for the worker plan with the foster mother homes 
where the child new and the placement uncertain, and 
temporary placement, that she use only points per week 
and have the others free returnable the point moving. 
One would question what other protection child would need 
foster home where his shoe stamp would used when needs it. 


With further reference the question abstracting stamps 
coupons, the office advised that all such matters must 
decided the local rationing board.—Eb. 


Agencies are invited submit questions and prob- 
lems that arise relation the use ration books. 
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Comments ‘‘Computing Board 


These are invited comments article which ap- 
peared the February issue the BULLETIN giving 
some the plans the staff the Children’s and 
S.P.C.C. Buffalo, New York. would welcome 


other comments article the subject. 


Thearticleinthe February CHILDWELFARE LEAGUE 
for Foster Home Hazel Osborn, an- 
other evidence the concern which child-placing 
agencies all over the country are showing the 
problem. The “Notes” give the factors and the 
details that should considered computing cost 
care. These are valuable, not necessarily the 
figures given, but the items which are included and 
the careful consideration these items. 

There much that valuable and helpful this 
article. Since there were also suggestions policies 
and procedures with which could not agree, asked 
Howard Studd, Secretary the Family Child 
Care Section the Atlanta Social Planning Council, 
and Henrietta Krohn, Supervisor Case Work 
the Child Welfare Association, act with 
committee consider it. This reply, then, embodies 
the conclusions our committee. 

agree that there need make clear 
parents exactly what they are paying for and what 
they are getting. However, there question 
whether having keeps parents’ feelings 
bottled whether the way the situation 
handled. Cost food, rent, and utilities any 
given city county must necessarily considered 
computing the rates board paid. The Committee 
the Child Welfare Association here Atlanta used 
figures based reports from the National Industrial 
Conference Board for Atlanta and Retail Prices 
Cities, Department Labor, computing the 
basic fixed items. did not include laundry and 
repair clothing computing costs. were per- 
haps wrong not doing so. Since our agency pays 
board monthly basis, allowed $12 for care, 
which would include those services thought could 
not reckoned. the table the article, 
did not include cost for special care this amount. 
That was, course, reckoned much higher rate. 
The items which are considered the article 
fluctuating items are not computed our cost 
care but are billed the agency the foster mother 
the end each month. The maximum amounts 
that can allowed for these necessary items, such 


April, 1943 


shoe polish, shoe repairs, dry cleaning, hair-cuts, 
necessary carfares, etc., are discussed with the board- 
ing mother the time placement. Allowances are 
paid advance, added the monthly check sent 
the foster mother. 

The conclusion that, considering with the child’s 
own parents what amount they can assume toward 
fixed charge tends parents from participa- 
tion large part the process deciding whether 
not they want this seems erroneous. Most 
make decisions economic matters the 
basis fixed charges prices. parent considers 
particular boarding school college, this problem 
must met. Those parents unable consider the 
total cost may try secure scholarships. 

Many children’s agencies discuss with the child’s 
parents their economic situation, income and expense 
“with emphasis how much they can afford and 
whether not supplementation the agency may 
necessary they are carry out their plans.” 
They discuss it, considering the immediate situation, 
and have understanding that with future changes 
change the amount paid may discussed. 

Are there not two issues which are being confused, 
one, the rate board the agency pays and the items 
that should included computing the rates, and 
the other, the participation the child’s own parent 
the plan, based consideration his (or her) 
income and expenses, the cost care the child’s 
own home, and the cost the boarding home? 

Miss Osborn herself raises questions 
the problems will have The problem 
different rates board for children the same foster 
home, particularly when based the parent’s eco- 
nomic status only, seems most serious one. 
fairness the boarding family, should not the 
problems and the amount care required con- 
sidered cost Different rates for different 
age groups would seem logical also. Human nature 
being what is, believe that would invite 
culties the boarding home basing the amount 
paid the boarding parents the financial status 
parents. Even the children themselves would become 
cognizant their relative “values.” wonder 
whether this use the computing 
cost care, the Committee has not, some extent, 
lost sight the agency’s responsibility accepting 
child for care, that acting “in loco 

Dorothy Hutchinson, Work Implications 
the Use Money says that 
home care, sense, not normal form 


National Conference Social Work Proceedings, 1940. 
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child—it artificial pay agency while sub- 
stitute parent gives the the structure 
have set up, however abnormal and artificial, the 
substitute for the natural, normal form care. 
setting have certain responsibilities those 
who give the service well those seeking it. 
Would not make more artificial basing 
fluctuating rate pay economic status alone? 
Miss Osborn has, perhaps unwittingly, brought 
the question that may troubling many private 
agencies this time, our preparation case workers 
meet and give service the new clientele, nor- 
mal, self-directing family which has had previous 
relationship case working social agency. 
have had long experience with dependency that 
may difficult for meet and give service 
this group. Certainly Miss Osborn’s article gives 
much consider. 
—FLORENCE VAN SICKLER 
Executive Secretary, Child Welfare Association, Atlanta, Ga. 


Miss article points more realistic ap- 
proach problems clustering around payment from 
parents who are relatively adequate economically. 
general, children’s agencies have not examined 
ciently parents’ ability pay, agency costs, foster 
parents’ expenses. The use flat amount, which 
was usually the board rate paid foster parents, has 
been sterile practice. Increasingly are informing 
parents the exact cost foster home care. This 
includes the direct costs for the child, such board 
rate, clothing, and incidental expenses, plus the in- 
direct costs medical care, supervision, and admin- 
istration. minimum, parents are asked pay the 
direct costs the child, and when their budgets 
permit they also pay the indirect costs. Agency costs 
have long been accepted hidden factor our 
traditional role giving. have not only hidden 
agency costs from parents, foster parents and the 
community, but from ourselves case work practi- 
tioners. easier decide how much give than 
how much charge. Charging points our need 
examine the values our agency’s services more 
sharply than does benevolent giving. reviewing 
foster parents’ expenses find that not only 
foster parents serve volunteers regard service, 
but that some instances they also pay for part 
their foster children’s expenses. 

Without touching the hope ever reimbursing 
foster parents for their services, obvious that 
board rates should increased. Rates computed 
some formula such was outlined Miss Osborn 
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should apply all foster children, regardless the 
economic status their parents. solely 
the basis some parents’ ability pay higher rate 
fallacious. Adjustments conform with higher 
living standards some parents and foster parents 
can made items such clothing, children’s 
allowances, incidental expenses. 

apply increased payments from parents directly 
board rate negates the validity charging for 
agency costs. tends categorize foster children 
according the financial solvency their parents. 
removes the focus from the needs foster children 
and places economic area. What parents wish 
way living standards and what foster parents 
have offer not necessarily compatible with the 
fundamental needs children. impose parents 
the responsibility for paying higher board rates than 
they are financially able pay shift the respon- 
sibility from the agency, where squarely belongs. 

Discussing cost foster care with parents affords 
not only opportunities for clarifying them agency 
function, but also for clarifying the meaning place- 
ment. examining board rate, parents often come 
upon their first awareness that foster parents take 
children for their own emotional needs and that they, 
parents, now face sharing their children’s affections 
with another set parents. 

For the foster parent, too, acceptance the 
agency’s function, the agency’s policies, includes 
acceptance the board rate. modify board rate 
according the parent’s ability pay puts pre- 
mium the “high pay” children and penalizes the 
“low pay” children. Children are liable become 
boarders instead foster children. Some the 
problems Miss Osborn suggests result differ- 
ing board rate policy may amplified the follow- 
ing questions: 

How would such practice affect the combinations 
relationships inherent foster home placement? 
Will foster parents willing live with exasper- 
ating symptoms “low pay” children they will 
with those “high pay” children? Will parents who 
pay higher board rate demand what them ap- 
pears higher quality material service? 
parents become ill lose their jobs, does the agency 
underwrite the gap payments board rate 
reduced? How would such differing board rates 
affect our interpretation foster home care the 
community? 

try solve the dilemma increasing board 
rates applying higher payment from parents 
attacks only segment the problem. Since 
desire the same quality care for all children, re- 
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gardless who pays how much paid, need 
hold the same basic board rate with modifica- 
tions depending the specific needs individual 
children. agencies where low board rates are fixed 
public departments, higher collections from par- 
ents for agency costs might spread enable the 
agency provide increased board rates for all 
children. 

The increasing number children whose parents 
can pay bringing the foreground the necessity 
our according payment its rightful, balanced and 
respected place. need feel comfortable about 
charging parents for the direct costs their children 
and, when they can, for agency costs. the same 
time must alive the possible dangers com- 
mercializing foster home placement. 

—Nora JOHNSON 


Director, Foster Home Department, 
Children’s did Society, New York City 


What New Auspices for Child Care? 


Has your community found individuals, industries, 
groups embarking some new 
venture child care? Such developments sometimes 
include more than the familiar function day care. 
One one they are coming the League’s attention 
and sooner later your favorite magazine, news- 
paper radio program may bring such project 
your attention. The Saturday Evening Post 
April told the story proprietor apart- 
ment house Los Angeles who rents quarters 
working mothers and maintains the first floor 
child care service. The plan allows for the care 
some children after they have gone bed night. 
one knows nationally how many new child care or- 
ganizations have been existence any given date. 

Whatever the number enterprises under strange 
auspices, the situation calls for serious consideration 
all who wish counted friends American 
children. Any extensive development such care 
suggests inadequacies those auspices which tradi- 
tionally have sponsored the care other people’s 
children. Implications, sometimes startling pro- 
portions, will point our state and local depart- 
ments welfare and education, community chests 
and councils social agencies, and the non- 
sectarian and religious bodies which control much 
the children’s work the country. There need 
for the decennial federal census children under care 
institutions and foster homes, which the Bureau 
the Census omitting due reductions its staff 
and budget. 
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The Interpreter’s Column 


Each month the WELFARE BULLETIN carries 
discussion how the material the BULLETIN can 
used for community interpretation. The discussion 
prepared the National Publicity Council for Health 
and Welfare Services, 130 East Street, New York 
City. 


Much has been said about social work’s 
bility for broad social planning. The social work 
interpreter has direct interest this 
The interpreter, Professor Lindeman has pointed 
out, integral part social work. “In addition, 
charged with the specific task analyzing the 
social setting and sustaining progressive relation 
between the agency and the community. must 
therefore urge that social work adapt itself its 
constantly changing environment and must 
phasize these adaptations the 
Interpreter’s Task,” Eduard Lindeman, Chan- 
nels, September, 1942.) 

This responsibility, course, not limited the 
public relations expert. All social workers bear it. 
This issue the BULLETIN contains report 
address Charlotte Whitton the Midwestern 
Regional Child Welfare Conference Chicago. The 
address excellent example how social worker 
discharges the responsibility analyzing the social 
setting and relating the function social work the 
problems revealed. 

now altogether inappropriate urge social 
workers take advantage opportunities speak 
and even create such opportunity. For one 
the ways public interpretation which helps 
establish social workers leaders. This particu- 
larly important during the present crisis and prep- 
aration for the future, matter immediate concern. 

Social work will not automatically called 
assist putting the world together again. Social 
workers will have fight for that right. They will 
have show breadth viewpoint and grasp 
problems. should not difficult 
workers comprise one the few groups that think 
terms human needs rather than special interests. 

absorbing thinking men and women every corner 
the country. the subject lectures, forums 
and symposiums meeting halls and radio sta- 
tions. discussed newspaper columns. The 
post-war world getting news. And what 


qualified persons have say about also news. 
Social workers are near the top the list quali- 
fied persons. Unless they speak now, the ideals 
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their profession may lost the post-war shuffle. 
Manufacturers and labor leaders not hesitate 
make known their hopes for the future. Nor 
ministers, educators, politicians, This 
should be. 
known their own hopes. 


But social workers should, too, make 


Social workers who speak and write for their pro- 
fession should add their list subjects: 
Work the Post-War World.” 


speaking that series lectures the post-war 


They should 


world. They should sitting next the president 
the chamber commerce and the economics pro- 
fessor the radio forum the 
should send the newspapers their comments an- 
nounced plans for the world ahead and the failure 
announce plans. 

For social work executives—this 
the lesson Miss Whitton’s speech. 


Regional Conferences Child Welfare 
League America 


REGIONAL CONFERENCE, April and 
27, 1943, Seattle, Washington. Chairman: 
Henry Owen, Vice-President, Ryther Child Cen- 
ter, Seattle. Headquarters: New Washington Hotel. 


New England Regional Conference, May and 
Boston. Chairman: Miss Marguerite Hard- 
ing, Supervisor, Foster Home Care, Children’s Aid 
Association, Boston. Headquarters: Hotel Statler. 


Ohio Valley Regional Conference, May 28, 
1943, Cleveland, conjunction with National 
Conference. Chairman: Mr. William Lacy, Exec- 
utive Director, Cleveland Humane Society, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. Headquarters: Carter Hotel. 


“THE most important assets the nation today are 
its 


“The war are fighting many shores 
insure for them our own peacetime democratic way 
life. would fail the homefront did not give 
all children that quality childhood which prepares 
them for American future.” 


—Seventy-Seventh Annual Report 
Brooklyn Children’s Aid Society 
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AMERICA BULLETIN 


The Shape Things Come 


(Continued from page 


bureaucratic warfare seems knew this 
shift was going with and with you, but under 
our constitution, have re-distribution seats 
the Dominion House every ten years the basis 
the decennial have just learned that two 
our strong agricultural provinces will lose several 
seats due the very heavy shift their population, 
following the purely temporary activities war. 
With that shift has followed shift housing pro- 
visions, pressure for all the facilities community 
living and, the same time, atrophy much the 
life the communities they have are 
problems that are supposed call those post- 
war adjustment, but they are gaping like gaunt 
skeletons right the midst our war busyness. 


Tooling-down 

And then what this tremendous tooling-up 
ours must tool down peace again: tool 
down matter what our international planning and 
our partnership, because today produce maxi- 
mum for maximum rate destruction and, so, 
consumption. The ways and uses peace are more 
enduring, homes and all the facilities peace are 
built The same production power, the same 
production energy that goes into war can provide 
many times over for any comparable needs peace. 
And against that day are evolving our blue- 
prints for what are pleased call social security, 
and yet what really are thinking only income 
maintenance. Income maintenance way social 
insurance, assistance and are not 
thinking rather casual terms when anticipate 
that tooled down production for peace will enable us, 
after the most terrible carnage and destruction that 
civilization has ever seen, plan immediately for 
freed from fear and insecurity will the great 
expansion civilization the long last century 
the Pax Britannica, but our generation will possibly 
face something more akin the drear decades the 
close the long struggle the Napoleonic wars. 

The shape things come will the more hor- 
rible fall into the habit thinking that are 
going trip lightly forward meet now, 
treading painfully “the wine press the wrath 
could look see new Jerusalem come 
down bride adorned after humanity’s Golgotha. 
Just tooling over for peace will long and slow and 
much our accumulated social insurance will 
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absorbed benefit. Even for that and for its rein- 
forcing social measures assistance cannot begin 
plan—we particularly Canada—until face 
world front the whole problem postwar oppor- 
tunity and economic policy. The United Kingdom, 
the United States and Canada have reached the most 
incredible peak production industry and agri- 
culture, but have done through pooling all our 
accumulated skill patents, formula, personnel, 
integration our resources such never before 
prevailed. Yet each abide within the patterns 
our own tariffs, our old restrictions, all 
automatically come into force again with armistice. 
Our very ability assure gainful occupation one 
our mills mines, depends whether are going 
work together apart again, whether the 
free nations will able carry forward into peace 
the concept home life and all things bent its 
protection and saving wherever threatened, 
whether shall fall back again into the pursuit 
largely economic security within our own bound- 
aries. 

great English woman, facing German 
squad the gray dawn some thirty vears ago left 
Well social security not enough the sense its 
use today the Beveridge Report and your coun- 
try and mine the security maintenance in- 
come. There must the security great faith, 
faith freedom, faith the mind and soul 
man, for this the vital source from which 
economic security will come for all peoples the 
world and therewith income security for the citizens 
its states. 

Otherwise shall tind the truth what Herbert 
Morrison 


like you put first and 
make your aim, you lose And like peace, 
you make isolated object policy, you lose 
it. people have security and purpose, 
sense something beyond themselves, 
they will lapse into 


these are the ideals the light which 
things come are take their shape, shall need 
level informed citizenship which neither your 
democracy nor mine has yet attained. 


Lord gave two ends use. 
One think with; one sit with. 
The war depends which choose: 
Heads win; tails 
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must embark such intensive, mature and 
informed adult education that all the peoples the 
democracies may look and see man’s needs 
vital the survival peace the desperation 
war and not confined within bounds race 
state, and attainable through the merging and not 
through the rivalry and competition all our 
strength. If, this future, are win the war 
wage the sense realizing the purpose and faith 
for which fight it, some way have get this 
sense the value life, the changing eternal value 
it, into the electorate the democracies, for 
them policy made and made the 
more necessary because the strength and brutality 
outlook the whole generation Nazi youth 
bred Only tremendous reserve 
spiritual strength the citizenry the free nations 
can consume the horrible forces 
materialism. One grave danger the fact that 
long and difficult lies the path ahead that shall 
weary sorrow and pain the time victory 
unless this spiritual force constantly nurtured 
and conserved within may prove unequal 
the dawn though have endured its very 


age mankind passing and new world 
the making. The transition will not sudden: 
are living and through it. shall need all our 
armaments decent living then now, and shall 
need them not impaired and outdated, but skillfully 
designed, finely tempered, tooled and finished the 
most delicate all precision-work, for the furtherance 
human happiness the fulfillment man’s 
with God. 

We, God helping us, all unworthy and with little 
strength for great task, stand the front line 
service man’s unchanging human needs world 
crashing change. well order let 
smite the mounting you remember 
Ulysses, who had earned rest, and yet, summoning his 
companions about him, set out once more upon the 
quest, and how and what words calls for their 
dedication? With his words would close chal- 
lenge you, Comrades-in-arms! 


tho 
are not now that strength which old days 
Moved earth and heaven: that which are, are: 
One equal temper heroic hearts, 
Made weak time and fate, but strong will 
strive, seek, find, and not yield.” 


C.B.E. 


Ottawa, Ontario 
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and BOOK NOTES The problem this period the lack 
the Sex Lire Frances Bruce Strain, understanding the part adults, their censure 
eds Macmillan Company, 1942. 340 pp. $2.25. resulting misdirection normal impulses into for- 
tion This book crammed with honest-to-goodness bidden period, with 
common sense, backed authoritative Judgment physical changes and the subjective awareness 
and years experience. concise and the sexual change and growth, has new problems and 
faith feelingly written with enthusiasm typical job and personal panorama the 
this that’s worth doing and which well done. The tionships the when released from the pro- 
author loves her children-students, has much and confines home and school, they are 
tor them and those educators who follow her lead. face each other independently, man woman and 
child’s sexual nature from the first his en- 
youth the and the character the counselling 
trance into school the last before graduation. 
Sex education consists the conservation and nur- 


arbaric 


turing universal spontaneous activities children, 
denial which results distorted channels ex- 


tors instituting program sex education and all 


ours Its value child welfare workers two 
utilization existing departments the modern 
school, but new focusing and adaptation are neces- 
sary together with proper interpretation and individ- 
has responsibility his chent understand the 
ualized participation. 
sexual growth and development the child and the 
community ready accept and support sex problems encounters the con- 


education the school providing those who carry 
the work are well trained. The problem 


cise presentation this book, cach worker can gain 


quaint the school authorities with the intense ability help the child parent 
the community are essential and can accomplished 
through various sponsoring groups: Parent-Teacher 
Associations, civic groups, such the Kiwanis 
man 
Rotary Club, teacher student groups, and com- 

munity advisory Gennaria, Welfare America, Inc., 1943. 
organization and execution through dis- 
cussion pertinent and inclusive questions, the The new approach old problem which Miss 
subject matter the various growth-periods has developed this pamphlet will doubt- 
the means presenting it, are given with emphasis Jess create some will group 

ning his the flexibility the and the needs the people, not sentimentalists, but sound thinkers, who 
pon the group. program built not logically but will believe that way can pain function 


lavs 
are: 


educational curriculum comprised incidental, 
integrated and regular-course material. 

Several chapters are devoted carefully ana- 
evaluated and factual explanation and descrip- 
tion the psychic, emotional and sexual growth 
the child from nursery school through adolescence. 


ievelopment. individuals will protest that the 
protection children from pain whenever pos- 
sible not only humanitarian duty but psycho- 
logical need. 

many other adults who work closely with chil- 
dren the role parent, case worker, teacher 


The first school experience discusses the symptoms will, after reading Miss Gennaria’s paper, agree, 
maladjustment, disharmonious personalities re- does this writer, that the material presented 
lation their causes and the treatment The sound and practical value. ‘To 


Ontario 


preadolescent new entity, the hunter search 


many may seem give unnecessary emphasis 


— 
ss 
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the common-sense handling children which the 
majority sensible adults use. know the skilful 
nurse, parent, nursery school teacher, does not try 
protect the child, nor offer sympathy time when 
weakens the child’s constructive handling his 
own pain. 

necessarily select certain experiences, arbi- 
trarily set somewhat fixed routines for the young 
child with the idea aiding him, grows, meet 
the family, community, cultural patterns which are 
socially acceptable. The baby doesn’t like having 
his feeding, sleeping, toileting regulated but help 
him take this training his stride. provide 
for his experimentation with and manipulation 
materials and interfere little possible. en- 
courage each indication interest which may lead 
independent action. have recognized the child’s 
need for achievement and his satisfaction when his 
understanding experience with things other 
children enables him deal with them successfully. 

But have failed realize that, since throughout 
life one must deal with pain, would wise thing 
The known aspect pain—such falling—is the 
easiest part for child take. The unknown aspect 
the element fear which can terrify the child, for 
his experiences and knowledge way equip him 
understand bear it. 

Miss Gennaria makes clear that any pain child 
must bear essentially his, and much adults try 
they cannot always control it. They have, however, 
major responsibility, not attempting bear the 
child’s pain but him handle his feelings about 
his pain.” One child may need and seek adult re- 
assurance, another will withdraw, while third child 
may convert his fear and rage against pain into 
activity which relieves his feelings. are warned 
that adults follow their natural impulses, they are 
apt try and bear pain for the child instead giving 
comfort and help the child that may learn 
accept and bear for himself. can the 
latter the child feels less confused the adult’s atti- 
tude, which may include the additional fear the 
adult and which too often over-sympathetic, ex- 
cessively disciplinary, too personalized unrealistic. 

The trial and error method may 
only through doing can the child truly learn. 
behooves us, therefore, learn stand ready 
support child any painful situation, recognizing 
another valuable means which may 
strengthen and promote his total development. 
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Students and workers the field child welfare, 
health and education will find this new publication 
stimulating their thinking and useful their 
work. 

—Amy 


Dean, The Mills School, New York Cit 
President, National for Nursery Education 


Available for Circulation Members, 
Affiliates, and Associates 
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Simon Schuster, 1940, $1.75. 


Final Report the White House Conference 
Children ina Democracy presents unified picture 
the life and growth America related chil- 
dren. much fuller statement facts and con- 
ditions about many phases child life America 
than was contained the General Report the 
Conference issued May, 1940. was prepared for 
the Planning Committee the Conference its 
research staff. For sale the Superintendent 
Documents, Washington, C., cents. 


Tue United States Office Education has new 
series leaflets called Children and the War 
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